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Another fantastic day on the water. Who said anything about Winter? With clear blue skies, and a light wind it was a perfect days sailing for all.

Sunday was split into 2 sessions with the morning group of Jacob, Logan, Ethan, Fred and myself taking one of the Platu Keelboats out for a sail. Then the afternoon saw a great turnout of 11 sailors with Ethan, Guy, Laura and Olivia in the 420s while Hamish, Seb, Matthew, Ritva, Renei, Peter and Jack battling it out in the Cadets. 
Keelboat Sailing
Positions were regularly switched at the shout of “Change” usually by Jacob on the water. Allowing all the sailors to take their turn at steering, mainsheet, jib, spinnaker and controls. With most of the group having never been on the Platu before it was quite a step up from the Optimist or 420. The light winds were perfect for learning how to use such a large spinnaker and with some persuasion getting your legs over the side for ballast in the stronger winds. Apologies to the parents for arriving back almost 45 minutes late due to a dying breeze of Wakatere and a strong tide, but due to the fun being had, I don’t think anyone really worried. Well done to all doing a great job at each of their positions on the boat, even if Logan and Jacobs steering left most of us feeling sea sick!
Lessons Learned

· Roles on the boat need to be split up, to give every one an area to become a specialist on. Sometimes it is necessary to work together to get a job done due to the loads going through the pulleys. Using the winch handles to sheet the job in makes life a lot easier!
· Even though there is a large lump of weight attached to the bottom of the boat (the keel) the boat still needs to be trimmed flat at times. Easing the mainsail out in the stronger gusts prevents the boat screwing up into the wind and the rudder stalling out, as Ethan found as he hung off the rudder with all his strength. Get the crew to lean over the side, every bit of weight on the rail helps.
· All hands are needed to help drop the spinnaker. It is much beiger than on the 420 or cadet and is disastrous if it falls in the water! Make sure the boat is heading downwind and pull the spinnaker into the cockpit, while another crew packs it away below deck.
Cadets and 420s
It was great to see 3 Cadets on the water, and with another crew, Matthew would have had a 4th boat on the water. The wind died away to almost nothing for a while but proved great conditions for the sailors to hoist and gybe the spinnaker on the way out of the channel as we used the further channel markers as a leeward mark. It was boys v girls in the 420 with the crew of Laura and Olivia showing Guy and Ethan the way round the harbour. Crew positions changed regularly in the Cadet as some sailors needed to be split as more chatting than sailing was happening. Although the 1st few gybes led to some impressive twists and wine glass spinnakers, the crews were becoming more confident as we left RAYC in our wake.
Lessons Learned
· The need of having to gybe the spinnaker when changing direction downwind threw in a new element of excitement. Make sure that both crew are ready and sitting down! Unhook the pole from the mast and clip it onto the new spinnaker sheet. Gybe then take the pole off the leeward sheet before attaching it on to the mast again.
· Upwind in light winds keep the boat moving forwards at all times, by easing a sails a little at times to keep flow over the sails. Keep your weight forwards and ask the crew nicely to shift their weight onto the leeward side at times to balance the boat. Keep the mainsail close to the centre line of the stern.

Stuff Up Award
Well the clear winner will have to go to Seb and Hamish for managing to capsize in the 5 knot wind, tacking an eternity to right the boat and lead to a cold sail in. Lesson learned boys, water in winter is cold!
Great effort by everyone, well done team.

Parents

Many thanks to all the parents for helping launch and recover boats. Thank you to Michael for jumping in a patrol boat for the afternoon and staying dry, even his feet. If any parents are available to help next week, it would be very appreciated.
Next Session

Sunday 13th June
Keelboat sailing 9am – 12 noon

420 and Cadet 1 – 4pm

(No sailing this Sunday 6th June, it’s the Queens Birthday weekend so go have a holiday).

If anyone else is interested in sailing a keelboat in the morning let me know. It would be great to get 2 boats on the water for match racing. Tell your friends about all the fun we had!
See you on Sunday
Charlie

Charlie@rayc.org.nz
